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Long Term Service Projects!
This year Circle K has introduced the idea of Long-Term Service Projects as 
an option. These are projects that allow people to sign up for reoccurring 
projects that they can do every week throughout the year. The idea is for 

volunteers to build close relationships with the community partners in order 
to have an even more meaningful experience through volunteering. 

Tutoring at Green Baxter Court (better known as GBC) has probably been the most 
meaningful service I have done throughout my experience in Circle K and outside of it.  
I have been on been on volunteering trips such as ASB in Brooklyn my sophomore year 
and travelling to Guatemala to volunteer for a month one summer.  Don’t get me wrong, 
these were absolutely amazing experiences that have change my life, but there is 
something about GBC that is special to me.   
 GBC is a local low-income apartment complex.  They have a small center for the 
kids to come after school and this is where I have volunteered weekly for the past 2 
years.  To me, the best part is that there is such a small number of kids that live there 
that I have come to know very well over the past two years and look forward to another 
great year.  I get there around 3:30 and listen to all the gossip for a good 15-20 minutes.  
Then we do homework for about an hour…or until the kids finish.  For the next hour and 
a half I’m there we just kind of hang out and do random things.  I often play football with 
one of the boys there for quite a while and get weekly updates on how his football team 
is doing.  We play a bunch of board games I haven’t played in years, like Life and Clue.  
Then before I know it, it’s 6:30 and I was only scheduled to be there until 6:00.  Without 
fail, they always ask why I have to leave and I tell them I have homework to do just like 
them…to which they respond “its probably a lot easier than ours.  We should switch.”
 So that is a typical day volunteering at GBC.  The relationships I have made while 
doing it are something I will never forget.  This is one of the most meaningful things I’ve 
done with my time at U of M and something I look forward to every week.  It’s the sole 
reason I came back for a 5th year…just kidding, but it is an added bonus of still being 
here!  

GBC By Mike Selesko
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 Hospice care is essentially end-of-life care. Patients of hospice care are attended to by a team 
of doctors, nurses, and volunteers who offer medical, psychological, and spiritual support. They ease 
the patients who are dying so that they can be comfortable and at peace as death approaches.
Heartland Hospice, specifically, is a part of the HCR ManorCare family, which is the leading provider 
of home health care, hospice care, skilled nursing, memory care and post-acute care. Their mission is 
“to enrich lives. That begins with every life we encounter: our employees, our patients, and those who 
love and care for them, the communities in which they operate, our stakeholders and those who are 
yet to become our customers.”
 As volunteers, Circle K members will be part of the team that offers whatever support their 
patients may need. Volunteers will not be expected to do anything medical related, but simply to be 
there for companionship. However, due to the healthcare aspect of hospice care, volunteers must 
learn and understand how to deal with these situations. This makes Heartland Hospice more benefi-
cial and efficient as a long-term project. Also, as a long-term project, Heartland Hospice will allow for 
volunteers to be able to establish deeper relationships with patients. Ultimately, Heartland Hospice will 
provide for a rewarding and profound experience for both volunteers and the patients that they help.

Heartland Hospice By Sara Lin 

 Hi! My name is Lauren and I have been volunteering at the Back Door Food Pantry for the past 
two months. Every other Thursday I go there to help distribute food to those who need it. The best part 
about this project is that you interact with people during the whole time and people really appreci-
ate the things you do. After I walk someone through the room I’m assigned to, I always get a “thank 
you” or “have a good day”. Plus, the people who help volunteer at the food pantry are super nice to 
me. Just the other night, Makenzie and I helped take the recycling out and a supervisor we have 
never worked with was so pleased with us. She told us upon our return that we were the best girls she 
has worked with and it was really nice to be appreciated for taking the initiative. 
 Another awesome thing about the pantry is that I have learned so much about what the Back 
Door Food Pantry does to help people when the food programs aren’t enough. Government run 
programs don’t include everything a person needs to live. Such as, toilet paper, hygienic materials, 
and maybe healthier, organic food (for those with health problems) are still necessities. These are all 
supplied by the BDFP they grow or have fresh veggies donated to them. Also, when Food Gatherers 
do not get us enough of something, there is always someone else to donate to the pantry. Last year 
they were able to donate eighty turkeys for Thanksgiving. It is inspiring to see so many people come 
together in order to better the community and make sure people have the means to attain a full 
stomach. The Back Door Food Pantry has been the best volunteer opportunity that I have had while 
in Circle K. I really enjoy it and I hope my enjoyment encourages you to seek out long term volun-
teer experiences in the future. 

Backdoor Food Pantry By Lauren Maluchnik 

826 Michigan by Mona Fayad 
 826Michigan is a non-profit organization in downtown Ann Arbor that primarily focuses on help-
ing students aged 6-18 with their writing skills and to help inspire them to write. They achieve this mis-
sion by providing one-on-one tutoring , field trips, after-school workshops, in-school tutoring, help for 
English language learners, and assistance with student publications. 826Michigan does not only limit its 
services to writing, but they open their services to students who need help with everything from writing 
songs to Advanced Placement Physics. The students that come in not only finish their extra homework, 
but they build strong relationships with their peers and tutors via a close-knit family and a comfortable 
setting. 
 I started volunteering at 826Michigan about 1 year ago, and I have loved every minute of it. I 
primarily participate in the drop-in tutoring program at their main center. Every tutoring session is differ-
ent, which is one of the things I really enjoy about tutoring here. A lot of different students come in with 
all types of questions and homework, which has provided me with some rewarding challenges. The 
comfortable setting here has allowed me to form strong relationships with the students I have worked 
with, and it’s really great to see students improve week by week.   
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Snowpia!
November 23, 2013

“The Michigan District Circle K hosts four awesome dis-
trict events annually, Fall Rally, Snowpia, LovePit, and 

District Convention. On November 23rd, Eastern Michigan 
University Circle K will be hosting Snowpia. It is a fun 

filled day of service, social activities, ice-breakers, food 
and sometimes a special speaker. 

Last year, Central Michigan University Circle K hosted 
Snowpia and it was a fantastic time.  There were a variety 
of service projects; some visited with elderly at a nursing 
home, others made dolls for a children’s hospital or wrote 
cards to Veterans, and others worked with kids and did 

environment projects.
 After service we came back to hear the AMAZING 
speaker, dinner, and a mascot auction. After inspiring us 

to do service ALL the time, we ate pizza and had a 
mascot auction.  U-M bought Northwood Circle K’s Mr. 

Suits, the penguin who has been residing in the Circle K 
officer ever since. 

 Overall, it was a fantastic day and it is sure to be 
great this year too! The people at district events are so 

friendly and care so much about service, it is impossible 
to not to make friends

 with them. So sign-up for Snowpia today!”
~Chiara Kalogjera-Sackellares
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Oakland Circle K 

Christmas Party

EMU CK Induction 

Northwood Circle K White Elephant Party 

Aktion Club Bell Ringing for Salvation Army

Kiwanis Christmas Sale

December 2nd 7-9pm 

December 3rd 3:15-6:45pm

December 4th 6-12pm

December 12th 9:40am-12:20pm

December 6th and 7th 8:40am-12:20pm
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Oakland Circle K 

Christmas Party

Christmas Sale set-up & 
Sorting

December 2nd & 3rd

Upcoming Projects CKSD Thank you 

Aktion Club Bell Ringing for Salvation Army

December 3rd 3:15-6:45pm

December 12th 9:40am-12:20pm

CAN Food Distribution 
Thursdays 8:45-10:45am

Reading at Bach Elementary
Thursdays 1-2:45pm

ASB Bucketing!

Ann Arbor District Library Tutoring
Monday & Wednesday Evenings

Great Lakes Rabbit Sanctuary
Saturdays 9:30am-1:30pm
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Upcoming Projects CKSD Thank you 
“Thank you to all the volunteers that helped 
make Circle K Service Day 2013 a success. 
It’s amazing to see what can be done when 

so many great people come together to 
make a difference in the community!”

~Alex Bodner

 826Michigan is a non-profit organization in downtown Ann Arbor that primarily focuses on help-
ing students aged 6-18 with their writing skills and to help inspire them to write. They achieve this mis-
sion by providing one-on-one tutoring , field trips, after-school workshops, in-school tutoring, help for 
English language learners, and assistance with student publications. 826Michigan does not only limit its 
services to writing, but they open their services to students who need help with everything from writing 
songs to Advanced Placement Physics. The students that come in not only finish their extra homework, 
but they build strong relationships with their peers and tutors via a close-knit family and a comfortable 
setting. 
 I started volunteering at 826Michigan about 1 year ago, and I have loved every minute of it. I 
primarily participate in the drop-in tutoring program at their main center. Every tutoring session is differ-
ent, which is one of the things I really enjoy about tutoring here. A lot of different students come in with 
all types of questions and homework, which has provided me with some rewarding challenges. The 
comfortable setting here has allowed me to form strong relationships with the students I have worked 
with, and it’s really great to see students improve week by week.   

24 Hours of Service 
415 Participants 

118 Projects  

2300 Service Hours Completed  
Over $1000 Raised for CHarities   
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24 Hours of Service 
415 Participants 

118 Projects  

2300 Service Hours Completed  
Over $1000 Raised for CHarities   

"Through all of the sleep-deprivation, driving, and 
craziness, Circle K Service Day 2013 once again 
showed me how much of an impact a group of 

dedicated individuals can make in a short 
amount of time. In addition to 120+ service proj-
ects we came together to complete, so many 

people were able to establish new friendship both 
with each other and with our community partners. 

Personally, I had the most fun I have ever had at a 
project at CKSD 2013 painting the inside of someone's 

condo with a group of my housemates and other 
friends. We were singing, beatboxing, and the general 

mood was so positive. The best part came when the 
owner of the condo called two hours later to say how 
much he absolutely loved the paint job! It felt great to 
know that we had done something that made a real 
difference in someone's life while having so much fun 

all the while."
~Josh Kurtz 

Circle K President


